LEGAL DEPOSIT OF BOOKS                          107
national Congress held at Milan: "Le Congr&s renouvelle le voeu
que le depot special et toute autre formalite imposee actuelle-
ment dans quelques pays pour la reconnaissance de la protection
du droit d'auteur soient supprimes."
On 26 July 1910 the draft of a Bill was introduced into Parlia-
ment by Mr Sydney Buxton, the then President of the Board of
Trade. The main purpose of this Bill was so to amend and con-
solidate the law of copyright as to effect a uniformity of practice
throughout the British Empire. The need for such a Bill had been
stressed emphatically both by a favourable report of the Board of
Trade Committee on the recommendations of the Berlin Con-
vention of 1908, and also by the Imperial Conference which had
been attended by representatives from all parts of the Empire.1
This Bill was not discussed; but, in 1911, a new copyright Bill
was introduced, and on 16 December 1911 this second Bill
became the Copyright Act of 191 l.a
While the 1911 Copyright Bill was under discussion an inter-
esting interlude took place.
A deputation, headed by Lord Kenyon, interviewed the Presi-
dent of the Board of Trade (Mr Sydney Buxton) on 9 March
1911, with a request that a provision be included in the Bill
whereby the recently formed National Library of Wales should
have the right, in common with the other five privileged libraries,
to a copy of all books published in Great Britain and Ireland. As
might be expected, the suggestion met with opposition from the
outset. While sympathizing with the request, the President re-
gretted his inability to sanction it. He observed to the deputation
that the tendency had been of late years to reduce rather than to
increase the number of deposit copies. The fact that the privi~
leged libraries had been ixxkw^ fi^m eleven to five, and dial the
Royal Commission of 1878 had recommended the abolition of
deposits except for the British Museum, induced him to tike
this view of the question.*
But a skilfully compiled Memorandum setting forth the dburas
of Wales to the enjoyment of the copyright privilege was sub-
mitted for serious consideration.4 In this document the fegjo-
1 Sttpoxt, p. 152.
1 W. A. Copinger, law of Copyright* 6th *d. 1927, p, 14.
*  Library Association Record, vol. 13 (1911), p. 146.
*  Set out in full post, pp. 335-40.